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The YMA Andra Sheffer Scholarship Awarded to Two Laureates 
 

Montréal, December 10, 2018 – The Youth Media Alliance (YMA) is delighted to announce that exceptionally, 
two candidates have been awarded the third YMA Andra Sheffer Scholarship. The two winners of this edition are 
Julia Dillon-Davis, a Masters student in the Child and Youth Care program at the University of Victoria in British 
Columbia and Nour Mallouh, a student in the Children’s Media program at Centennial College in Toronto. 
 
The two laureates will receive an accreditation valued at $1995 US, compliments of Brunico, to attend the 
Kidscreen Summit in Miami, as well as a $1500 travel grant. They will also receive accreditation for the Banff 
World Media Festival 2019 valued at $1695. They will be able to benefit from personalized mentoring and 
meetings with representatives of the Youth Media Alliance. In addition, they will be given the opportunity to visit 
the studios of CBC and TVO and various meetings with industry representatives. Finally, each of them will receive 
a one-year subscription to Kidscreen magazine offered by Brunico. 
 

Julia Dillon-Davis 
(Student at the University of Victoria, British Columbia, and holder of a Masters in 
Screenwriting from York University, Toronto, Ontario) 
 
Julia has been developing her talent and exploring an affinity for youth production for 
the past several years. The selection committee members chose her for her 
screenwriting and production experience along with the high quality of her projects in 
development. 
 
 

 
Nour Mallouh 
(Student at Centennial College in Toronto with a Certificate in Screenwriting from 
Algonquin College in Ottawa, Ontario) 
 
Nour is passionate about all aspects of youth production. The committee members were 
impressed by the originality and quality of the characters in her project under 
development. She is determined to create content for young people that will give voice 
to unusual and inspiring characters. 
 
 

 



The selection committee jury members were: Athena Georgaklis (Nelvana), Sarah Haasz (Cottonwood Media), 
Marney Malabar (TVO), Andra Sheffer (IPF), Angela Stukator (Sheridan College), Kim Wilson (Ryerson) and Chantal 
Bowen (YMA). 
 
Awarded each year to an outstanding student who intends to pursue a career in the field of youth content for the 
screen, the YMA Andra Sheffer Scholarship is offered thanks to an endowment established by the following 
financial partners: 9 Story Media Group, Apartment 11 Productions, Breakthrough Entertainment, Brunico, CMPA 
National and CMPA – BC Producers' Section, DHX Television, Give me Chocolate, Guru Studio, marblemedia, 
Portfolio Entertainment, Radical Sheep – a Boat Rocker Media Company, Secret Location, Sinking Ship 
Entertainment and Shaftesbury. 
 
About: 
 

Andra Sheffer is currently the CEO of the Independent Production Fund, which invests in drama series created for 
digital platforms and the Cogeco TV Production Program for the production of television drama series. Previously, 
her achievements included founding the Bell Fund, for which she served as Executive Director (1997–2014). When 
she retired from this position in 2015, Andra was honoured with the YMA’s Outstanding Achievement Award. This 
scholarship in her name was established by members of the Canadian children’s TV and digital media industry. 
 
Youth Media Alliance (YMA) seeks to enrich the lives of Canadian children and teens by helping improve the 
quality of the content created for them on all screen-based media. The Alliance pursues its mission of 
encouraging high-quality content by presenting annual awards of excellence to the best productions targeting 
young English- and French-speaking Canadians. It offers ongoing training tailored to the special needs of youth 
production professionals through workshops, seminars and special events such as the Children, Youth & Media 
and Média-Jeunes conferences. Since 2015, the Youth Media Alliance has developed and now offers three 
scholarships: the YMA Andra Sheffer, the YMA Thérèse-Pinho and the YMA Steven DeNure Scholarships. It also 
conducts original research investigating the impact of screen-based media on young people. Finally, Youth Media 
Alliance advocates for the needs of Canada’s child and youth media consumers in matters of public policy. 
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